The Superpowers and the Middle East
However, since the Secretary-General made his report—indeed, in the
two days since he departed for Cairo—conditions in the area have taken
a still more menacing turn because of a threat to customary international
rights which have been exercised for many years in the Gulf of Aqaba.
This has led us to the belief that the Council, in the exercise of its
responsibilities, should meet without delay and take steps to relieve tension
in the area.
In his report to thj Council, the Secretary-General correctly singled
out two areas as ^particularly sensitive*1. One was the Gaza Strip. The
other was Sharm el-Sheik, which stands at the entrance to the Gulf of
Aqaba.
The position of the United States on these matters was publicly stated
yesterday by President Johnson, and I shall not take the time of the Coun-
cil to reiterate what he explicitly said.
We are well aware, of course, of the longstanding grievances, some
of them of many years standing, in all sides of this complex dispute.
Whoever is familiar with the area knows that, regrettably, these under-
lying problems are not going to be resolved tomorrow.
The cause of peace which we here are pledged to serve will not be
advanced by raking over the past or by attempting overambitiously to
settle the future.
Our objective today should be much more limited—but nonetheless of
crucial importance under present circumstances. It should be to express
full support for the efforts of the Secretary-General to work out a peace-
ful accommodation of the situation.
Accordingly, we should call upon all states to avoid any action which
might exacerbate the already tense situation which prevailed when the
Secretary-General departed on his mission.
Judging from what we heard in this morning's meeting, there should be
no difficulty la obtaining the agreement of all members for this course
of action by the Council.
And surely it is the plain obligation of the parties, as members of the
United Nations committed to the cause of peace, to assure that there Is
no interference with existing international rights which have long been
enjoyed and exercised in the area by many nations. Such interference would
menace tbe mission of the Secretary-General and could abort his efforts
to work out a peaceful accommodation.
We arc fully aware, as are all the members of the Council, of the long-
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